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How “New Media” Transmit “Traditional Culture”? Research on Media Curatorial Practice of “the
Intangible Cultural Heritage Youth in Shanghai”
Meng Xiaoxiao Li Yungeng
(School of Media & Communication, Shanghai Jiao Tong University)

Abstract: Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) has long been an important topic in culture communication
studies. Using in-depth interviews and textual analysis, this paper examines the media curatorial practices and
motivations of this group “Shanghai Intangible Cultural Heritage Youth”. This study finds that the cultural
memories and tastes formed in childhood and the cultural practices admitted by the higher education system are
the important motivations for the media curatorial practices of this group, which in turn transform their invisible
cultural memories and tastes into visible cultural capital. Specifically, “Intangible Cultural Heritage Youth”
develops their cultural memories through family acquisition and original aesthetic “tastes” in their childhood;
these accumulated cultural memories and the cultural recognition in school after high school serve as internal and
external factors that inspire them to create ICH communities and use social media and public space curatorial
practices to disseminate ICH culture. These media curatorial practices both activate and reproduce their cultural
memories of ICH, and are recognized by the school educational system.

Key words: “Intangible Cultural Heritage Youth”; Media Curatorial Practice; Cultural Capital; Intangible
Cultural Heritage
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