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Communication Studies in the Era of Intelligent Media:
An Interview with Professor Guoliang Zhang,
ICA Fisher Award Recipient

Guoliang Zhang', Xiaoxiao Meng”, Yungeng Li'

(1. School of Media and Communication, Shanghai Jiao Tong University ;

2. School of Arts and Communication, Tongji University)

Abstract Since communication studies was introduced to China in the 1980s,
the field has evolved over the past forty years. The rapid development of intelligent
communication technologies has profoundly transformed the landscape of human
communication. As a key pioneer in Chinese communication studies, Professor
Guoliang Zhang shares his insights into the distinctive features and future directions
of communication studies in the intelligent media era. The interview begins with his
personal journey and the trajectory of the discipline, exploring the historical
evolution of communication research in mainland China. He reflects on the field’s
growth over the past four decades, examining the challenges currently facing
communication studies and sharing his experiences in academic development and
talent cultivation. The conversation also emphasizes the influence of intelligent
technologies and theoretical innovation in communication studies, addressing key
topics such as disciplinary boundaries and meta-questions. This interview provides
both a retrospective and a forward-looking view of the development of communication

studies in China as it advances toward an era of intelligent media.
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