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Critical Theory and Discursive Transformation for

Communication Studies
Li Yungeng Hu Yiqing
(School of Philosophy , Nanjing University, Nanjing ,210092, China;
School of Journalism and Communication, Nanjing University, Nanjing ,210092 , China)

Abstract: The binary framework that contains the opposition between critical paradigm and empirical paradigm has
been the dominant discourse in communication studies. However, looking back to the origin of communication studies, we
can find out that critical theory was not in the opposition from the beginning. On the contrary, it was not absorbed into the
communication discipline until the theoretical crisis of the empiricism paradigm that failed to establish a core theory to
support the legitimacy of the discipline. This consequence was shaped by two forces: one is from the disciplinary ideology
for the new — born communication discipline needed critical theory to help construct its theories, which could justify its
legitimacy of communication as a scientific discipline. The second force comes from American pragmatism ideology. Parts of
critical theory were essentially corresponded with the pragmatism ideology and early administrative research in the United
States. Critical theory, shaped by these two forces, eventually becomes the critical paradigm that we are discussing today.

Key words: Critical Theory ; Binary Opposition Framework ; Theory Crisis ; Legitimacy ; Ideology
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