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Platformized ACG Addiction: A Study on the Mechanisms of

Stigma Perception and Distinctive Cultural Identity
LI Yungeng. Meng Xiaoxiao

Abstract: Platform-based cultural production and consumption have become the lifestyle of Generation Z young people.
This study investigates the relationship between adolescent use and addiction to ACGN platforms and their underlying social
psychological mechanisms through a survey of domestic adolescent ACGN enthusiasts. Results indicate that the intensity of
platform usage does not necessarily result in addiction. However. adolescents’ perception of external stigma significantly me-
diates the relationship between ACGN platform use and addiction. Furthermore, the distinctive cultural identity of the ACGN
fans moderates the relationship between ACGN platform use and stigma perception. Specifically, ACGN fans that distinguish
their cultural identity from others are more likely to perceive the stigma during platform use and subsequently become further
addicted to ACGN culture. Platform-based cultural production and consumption construct the unique cultural identity and re-
sponse to external stigma of the ACGN fans, thus inhibiting the potential of public dissemination of ACGN culture. Both
platforms and mainstream culture should jointly seek a way to break the situation and promote the practice of multicultural
integration in the platform era.

Key words: platformization, ACG culture, ACG addiction, perceived stigma, distinctive cultural identity
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